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PRESS RELEASE 
____________________________________________________________________
How will you #PressForProgress this International Women’s Day?
Inequality is holding girls back - especially those living in rural, isolated areas. 
The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) is the charity of choice for International Women’s Day on 8 March.

This year’s theme is #PressForProgress, which aims to advance gender equality.
As we press ahead we must ensure all benefit from progress and no girl, no matter where she lives, is left behind. 

WAGGGS is celebrating those involved with Girl Guiding and Girl Scouting in rural communities by sharing their stories and what they do to press for progress.
Like Kulsum from Bangladesh.

“My favourite thing about my community is they work together … unity is strength,” she said. 
“Girl Guides do many positive things in my community like tree planting, awareness programmes and helping to stop violence against women and girls.”
Parana comes from Aitutaki, one of the 15 Cook Islands, in the Pacific Ocean.
“Aitutaki is known for its pristine lagoon, white sandy beaches and lush green landscape … about a 50 minute flight from the main island Rarotonga,” she said.
“It’s a small island [and] the majority of people are related and look after one another … girls and women here are free to express themselves and able to speak out.”

She said the best thing about living in a small community is the way people help each other. 
“Whether it’s a community clean up, fundraising for an organisation, or helping a family change the iron roof on their house … we are small in numbers, [but] we always pull through.”
Everyone can help WAGGGS by #PledgingForProgress. This is a photograph, shared over social media, with a written message of how each person pledges to #PressForProgress. 

By helping WAGGGS you help a network of 10 million girls in 150 countries. 

No matter where they live our girls are part of a strong, united and growing global movement, making positive gains every day. 
Rural girls represent enormous potential; when they miss out, everyone loses. When they succeed, we all win.
For more information, interviews or case studies please contact: 

Country – Megan Hunt, Media Communications Manager 
World Assoication of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, London
Phone: +44 (0) 207 433 6460
Email: megan.hunt@wagggs.org
NOTES TO EDITORS
About World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts

The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) is the world’s only movement for every girl and any girl because we believe that each of them deserves to be the best they can be. The diverse Movement represents ten million girls and young women from 150 countries. Free to make what they want from the Movement, girls learn by doing, making friends and having fun. In safe, local spaces, girls develop the skills and attitudes to change themselves, their communities and our world. WAGGGS keeps the global Movement thriving, united and growing. www.wagggs.org
